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Instrumentation:
Flute1-2
Oboe
Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinet 1 — 3
Eb Alto Clarinet
Bb Bass Clarinet
Eb Contra Alto Clarinet
Bassoon 1 - 2
Eb Alto Saxophone 1 -2
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bb Trumpet 1 -3
Bb Cornet1-2
HorninF1-4
Trombone 1 -2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium

Tuba
Timpani/Bells

Percussion I: Marimba
Percussion II: Xylophone

Harmonic Language: Tonal (F Major)

Meter: 3/4

Texture: Melody and Accompaniment, Counterpoint
Duration: 4 % Minutes

Grade: 4

Genre: Chaconne

Date of Composition: 1994
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Composer Bio:

James D. Thornton was born January 23, 1953 in New
Rockford, North Dakota, into a family of musicians. His father,
Donald Thornton, was a band dircctor in Dickinson, ND, where
James and his five other siblings received their music education.
All the children became professional musicians. James started
on the cornet, then graduated to the tuba and euphonium (or
whatever the band needed!). The latter instrument then became

his speciality.

Thornton's professional music career began when he became a
member of The President’s Own United States Marine Band in
Washington, D. C. from 1974 to 1981. With this ensemble, he
performed for four U. S, Presidents, toured yearly throughout
the United States, and appeared frequently as soloist on the
cuphonitm, trombone or tuba, often performing his own compo-

sittons and arrangements.

Upon tetuning, home from the Marines in 1981, James Thornton
pursed his Bachelor of Music degree from the University of
Mary i Bismarck, North Dakota, which he received in 1986

and s Master of Music degree from Northwestern University in
Lvanston, Hlinois, in 1987, For four years (1988-1992), he was
the Instrumental Music Educator for grades 5-12 in the Hazen
PPublic Schools, Hazen, ND. Following this, Thomton became
the Minot State University Director of Bands from 1992-2000.
His skill and artistry as a Euphonium performer have inspired

many students.

Concurrent with these positions has been Thornton’s
involvement as a faculty music educator, since 1983, at the
International Music Camp’s Summer School of the Fine Arts
held at the International Peace Gardens on the border of North
Dakota and Manitoba, Canada, a position he continues each

summer.

Thomnton resides in Dickinson, North Dakota, teaching private
students and enjoying the opportunity of being a freelance

composer.
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Notes:

Form:

Statement 1

Statement 2

Statement 3

Statement 4

Statement 5

Statement 6

Statement 7

Statement 8

Benignus for Concert Band was composed
in 1994 in honor of the composer’s father,
Donald J. Thornton, a career instrumental
music educator and the father of six
professional musicians. The Latin title,
pronounced Beh-NEE-nyoos, is the appelation
of a kind and generous and fruitful person and
fittingly honors Donald J. Thornton.

Benignus is a classic Chaconne with the
original theme appearing as a cornet/
euphonium octave unison and the subsequent
variants developing and building into a grand
and heroic finale, all portraying the varied and

enormous character of the dedicatee.

Bb Cornet I and I, Euphonium

Bells, Bb Cornet Il and Il

Alto, Tenor, Baritone Saxophones

Flute, Oboe, Bb Clarinet 111, Alto Saxophone

ms. 1-16

ms. 17 — 32 Bb Clarinet I and 11
ms. 33 — 48 HorninF land Il
ms. 49 — 64

ms. 65 — 80 Bb Trumpet |

ms. 81 — 96

ms. 97 — 115

ms. 116 — 132

Flute, Bb Trumpet I, Bb Cornet |



Theme (Bb Cornet I, ms. 1 - 16):

Br Cornet 1

Cor. 1

Counter Theme (Flute I and 11, ms. 33 — 48):

Fls. 1&2
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